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survivors were thoroughly shaken-up and cowed by their
ijerve-racking experiences.

Returning to Allahabad, collections of funds and
materials were immediately organized, and all of us, of
the Congress or out of it, took this up in earnest. Some
of my colleagues were of opinion that because of the
earthquake the Independence Day celebrations should be
called off. But other colleagues and I saw no reason why
even an earthquake should interfere with our programme.
So oa 26 January we had a large number of meetings in
tfec villages of Allahabad district and a meeting in the
city, and we met with greater success than we had
anticipated* Most people expected police interference
and arrests, and on a minor scale there was some interfer-
ence- But, much to our surprise, we survived the
meeting. In some of our villages and in some other
cities arrests were made.

Soon after returning from Bihar I issued a statement
about the earthquake, ending up with an appeal for funds.
IB this statement I criticized the inactivity of the Bihar
Government during the first few days after the earthquake.
It was not my intention to criticize the officials in the
earthquake areas, for they had bad to deal with a very
difficult situation which would have tried the stoutest
fterves, and I was sorry that some of my words were
capable of this inteirpiietation. But I did feel strongly
that the headquarters of the Bihar Government had not
sfacrwn great competence to begin with, especially in the
matter erf removal of debris, which might have saved lives.
Tbomsawis of people were killed in Monghyr city alone,
and three weeks later I saw a vast quantity of debris still
IjwgmntGuclied, akhos&gh a few miles away at Jamalpnr
tkeoe if as a large colony of *Ba&y thousands of railway
wodceiss, wiio coiald have been utifi&ed for this purpose